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Top row: Steve – all round good egg, painting at the Church Centre; Katharine (Reader) and friend; Anna and family, Combe Florey.
Middle row: David – Churchwarden (BL); He is Risen! Alleluia!
Margaret and Wendy celebrate at a wedding.
Bottom row: John and Ted – PCC members at BL mainly responsible for raffles and wine; Stephen, Sarah and Sandra – the refreshments ‘A Team’;
Sue and the Canine Congregation (Rogation Sunday).

Thank you for viewing our Benefice Profile.
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We’re glad that you’re here
We hope you will enjoy it and it will help you to discern whether you are being called to
the role of Rector to our five churches. You are in our prayers.

Faithful God, we thank you
for the ways you have loved us and blessed us.
We pray now,
in this period of vacancy,

We pray for those
who will be seeking the right person to be our Rector
and for the person
you are calling to minister here.

that you will help us share responsibility,
grow in faith, love one another,
care for those in need, reach out to others
and welcome newcomers.

Help us all to prepare our hearts and minds
as together we seek to discover your way
for our future and play our part
in growing your Kingdom

We pray for our Ministry teams,

here in this Benefice.
Amen

churchwardens, members of our PCCs
and all who carry extra responsibility at this time.

Our Vacancy Prayer
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Mission, vision and values

Our Mission
To be the hands of God in all we do, the voice of God in all we say, the heart of God to those we serve,
and so to draw all people to praise and worship Jesus Christ.
Our Vision





We seek to be an inclusive, welcoming and outward looking Christian community, loving God,
one another and our neighbours
We seek spiritual growth through learning and understanding God’s Word
We seek to review our worship to help us reach out to the community, whilst maintaining
access to traditional forms of service such as BCP and Common Worship
We seek to be a beacon of faith, hope and compassion in our community.

Our Values







Christ centred: working prayerfully to communicate Jesus Christ’s welcome and challenge to
the world, as set out in the Gospels
Inclusive: reflecting the radical call of love to all people
Welcome: offering a place of welcome and hospitality to those of all faiths, and none
Transformative: being agents of change, encouraging new growth and spiritual discovery
Compassionate: speaking and acting in support of vulnerable people
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Sustainable: seeking to safeguard our community and our world for future generations.
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Considering a new challenge?

Key things we can offer

Welcome, friendship, fellowship

Strong links with local primary schools

Five beautiful church buildings steeped in prayer

Highly experienced, hardworking Associate Priest
Prosecco and cake Robed choir
Dedicated churchwardens
Lay Reader with strong preaching and liturgical skills Great catering teams
Flower arrangers Able fundraisers Community events Willing volunteers
Intercessors Organists Children and Families Rural Pioneer appointed
Vibrant village community with many local shops and businesses
Church Centre with excellent facilities Website Lay worship team

Flexibility: embracing family life and recreation

Bellringers

Children’s areas

BCP, Common Worship and informal worship Newly refurbished village centre Rectory

A desire to learn about and share our faith Our prayerful support



An environment where worship comes
naturally with buildings soaked in centuries of
prayer and praise. A range of worship
traditions are incorporated.



The village of Bishops Lydeard has exceptional
local facilities and the County Town of
Taunton is easily accessible by car and via a
frequent bus service.



Our Associate Priest, Reverend Maureen and
our Lay Reader, Katharine work with the
Rector to form a supportive and collaborative
ministry team with a wide range of gifts and
experience.



We encourage the personal development and
education of our ministry team. Vocational
development, if desired, is fully supported.



We consider work/life balance to be
important and respect the importance of
family life, relaxation and holidays.



Visitors frequently comment on the warmth of
the welcome offered in our churches.
Buildings are normally left open during
daylight hours. The Bishops Lydeard Church
Centre is an excellent venue for a variety of
events.



The Deanery has recently appointed Katherine
Lyddon as Children and Families Rural Pioneer.



There are strong ties to the wider community,
including links with schools and additional
support providers such as village agents and
parish councils.



The Benefice is within an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
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Welcome to the neighbourhood

The village has good road links and is also
served by a regular bus service.
In addition to the first-rate facilities available
in the village, Taunton offers plenty of shops
and amenities. It is the home of Somerset
County Cricket Club. The cities of Bristol and
Exeter are also within easy travelling distance,
and as well as plenty of shopping and
entertainment, each city also boasts an
international airport.

The Benefice lies in an area of great
history and beauty. It is located at the
foot of the Quantock Hills. The Rectory
is located in Bishops Lydeard, only five
miles from the town of Taunton. It
boasts attractive buildings, in the midst
of stunning West Country scenery. In
recent years the village has attracted
many new home buyers. It has a
population of around 2,900 and The
Bishops Lydeard and Cothelstone
Neighbourhood Plan makes provision for up
to 200 additional homes.
Bishops Lydeard has numerous local facilities: shops,
Post Office, library, pubs, tea shop, farm shop & deli,
vet, brewery, pharmacy, GP and dentist. The Bishops
Lydeard Mill, Quantock Brewery and West Somerset
Railway are major tourist attractions.

Train travel
from Taunton to
London can take less than two hours.
Living in Bishops Lydeard offers the best of
both worlds – a rural setting, but with town
and city life easily accessible.
The other four villages in the Benefice are
Lydeard St. Lawrence, Combe Florey,
Cothelstone and West Bagborough. There is
more information on each of these villages in
their sections of the Benefice Profile.

.

Photo: Paul de Gregorio, Flickr
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Your home
Situated in the centre of Bishops Lydeard The Rectory was built in the 1960s and has five bedrooms, living
room, study, dining room, kitchen, utility room, upstairs bathroom and downstairs WC. Two of the
bedrooms have washbasins.
The garden has a natural, unregimented feel to it. A combination of grass, shrubs, flowers and a pond make
for a relaxing space which is not overlooked. The front of the Rectory has its own parking area, as well as a
garage.
There is a path across the churchyard to the south door of the church. Vehicle access is across a drive from
the main road through the village. One neighbour is the Bishops Lydeard Co-Op, and a former incumbent
observed that he carried out much of his ministry in the aisles of this always busy local store!
The Rectory has been fully refurbished during the vacancy with a new kitchen and bathroom, complete
redecoration, recarpeting and outside painting. The central picture is of the Rectory, as seen from the top
of the church tower.
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Prayer, praise, celebration
Current worship
Our current Sunday worship patterns are generally as follows with variations at festival times.
St. Mary’s
Bishops
Lydeard
1st Sunday

9.30am Sung
Eucharist (CW)

2nd Sunday

8.00am Holy
Communion
(BCP)

St. Lawrence
Lydeard St.
Lawrence

St. Peter and
St. Paul
Combe Florey

11.15am Morning
Prayer (CW)
9.30am Holy
Communion (CW)

9.30am Morning
Prayer (CW)

3rd Sunday

9.30am Sung
Eucharist (CW)

4th Sunday

9.30am 4th
Sunday Service
(informal) or All
Age Eucharist.

11.15am Holy
Communion (CW)

St. Pancras
Bagborough

St. Thomas of
Canterbury
Cothelstone

11.00am Morning
Prayer (CW)

11.15 am Holy
Communion (BCP)

11.00am Sung
Eucharist (CW,
Order One,
traditional
language)

11.15am Matins
(BCP)

11.00am Sung
Eucharist (CW,
Order One,
traditional
language)

11.15am Holy
Communion (BCP)

5th Sunday

11.00am Sung
11.15am Matins
Eucharist (CW,
(BCP)
Order One,
traditional
language)
Benefice Evensong is held in a different church each month: 4pm from October to March, 6pm from
April to September.
9.30am Morning
Prayer (CW)

Electoral Roll

10.30am A Benefice Eucharist is held in a different church on 5th Sundays and Patronal Festivals.
80
30
21
28
19

Average
attendance
The Blessed
Sacrament is
reserved here
Votive candle
stand

9.30am Morning
Prayer (CW)

40

7

Yes

Yes
Yes

A mid-week service of Holy Communion (BCP) is held
each Wednesday at 10.30am in St. Mary’s.
Revd. Maureen is available to meet with anyone before
and after the service.

10

5

15

Yes
Yes

Yes

of the Cross and The Last Hour on Good Friday). For
Christmas we have a Crib Service on Christmas Eve and
mark Christingle, the Annunciation and the Visitation.

Special services are held to mark festivals (e.g. Corpus
Christi) and throughout Holy Week (Devotional
Address & said Compline on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, foot washing and a vigil on Maundy
Thursday evening; Children's Act of Worship, Stations
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Other key information

Finances

Occasional Offices

All the parishes within the Benefice are solvent.
Four of the five meet their Parish Share in full. The
fifth parish is, with the agreement of the Diocese,
working towards paying a full contribution
through
increments of
£500 per year.

Bishops Lydeard
One wedding in 2019, with two booked for 2020.
Three baptisms in 2019.

We would be
pleased to
provide a full
overview of
the financial
position of
each parish to
the end of
2018 on
request.
Information about finances for each parish prior
to that may be viewed at:

Lydeard St. Lawrence
Two baptisms in 2019.
West Bagborough
Two baptisms in 2019 and two weddings booked
for 2020.
Combe Florey
One baptism in 2019.
Cothelstone
Two weddings and one baptism in 2019. One
wedding booked for 2020 and one for 2021.

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-parishes/finances/fortreasurers/parish-finance-dashboards/tone-deanery/

Churches in the Benefice have been delighted to support the following good causes in the past year:

Quantock Foodbank Shelterbox Somerset & Dorset Air Ambulance Wateraid
Taunton Open Door Farming Community Network Farm Africa Royal British Legion
Children’s Hospice SW Children’s Society Christian Aid Taunton Foodbank
Did you know?
At almost 23 miles in length, The West Somerset Railway is the longest heritage line in the United Kingdom. It starts at Bishops
Lydeard and finishes at Minehead. The line meanders through the Quantock Hills and along the Bristol Channel Coast. There are
10 stations along the line each having something different to offer.

Photo: Tom Adams for WRSA. Used by kind permission
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Meet the team

Revd. Maureen Young – Associate Priest
Hello – my name is Maureen Young, and I minister across all five churches in the Benefice
of Bishops Lydeard. The official title on my Licence is Associate Vicar but, in order to prevent
confusion between the titles of Rector and Vicar, I am known as the Associate Priest!
My husband David and I met at school; we celebrated 51 years of marriage in
September 2019. We have three sons, one daughter in law and three adult grandchildren;
also, two dogs – Alfie and Lara.
I trained at the South East Institute for Theological Studies (SEITE) from
2002-2004, gaining a Diploma in Theology and Ministry. I was ordained to
the Permanent Diaconate by Bishop John Hind in Chichester Cathedral at
Petertide 2004, returning to my “home” parish of All Saints, Roffey in
Horsham where I served for six years. During my last two years at Roffey, I
felt called to priestly ministry and in 2010 I moved to the neighbouring
parishes of Rusper and Colgate while I went through a time of
discernment. I was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Christopher
Herbert, in Chichester Cathedral at Petertide 2012.About a year after my priestly ordination, I responded to a
Church Times advertisement for an Associate Vicar in the Bishops Lydeard Benefice. My husband and I had spent
several happy holidays in the area, and our dream was to live and work here. Everything happened quite quickly
with an application, interviews and an offer of the post all within a couple of months and I was Licensed in St Mary’s
Bishops Lydeard on 4th September 2013 by the Archdeacon of Taunton. This means that in 2019 I celebrated 15
years of ministry (five years longer than I ever imagined). The Bishop of Bath and Wells has extended my Licence for
a further three years until January 2022, but I hope to retire within the next couple of years to enjoy the delights of
a house we are renovating near Watchet!
In accordance with my House for Duty status I undertake parish duties on Sundays plus two days a week; this
equates to six “sessions” in total. During the Vacancy I am responsible for liturgy, as well as pastoral and spiritual
matters; I lead the monthly Julian Group meetings and chair the Community and Outreach Group – a sub-group of St
Mary’s PCC, as well as the PCC meetings of three of the Benefice parishes. I also keep the Benefice website up to
date, the Benefice Diary and the Officiants’ rota of services.
David and I live in the Rectory at Lydeard St Lawrence, which is surrounded by fields and with magnificent views
across to the Quantocks. The glories of Exmoor, and the sea, are less than a half hour’s drive away. We feel very
blessed to live and minister in such a beautiful part of Somerset, the county in which I was born.

Rogation Sunday 2019
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Katharine Smith – Lay Reader
Hello, I’m Katharine Smith, I’m a Lay Reader at St Mary’s, Bishops Lydeard
although I also take services and preach at other churches in the Benefice. My
relationship with St Mary’s began about six years ago when I was asked to come
over to take a service of Morning Prayer for them as a “one off”. A few months
later, wanting to widen my experience of ministry in a parish very different
from my own, (St Andrew’s in Taunton), I asked if I could do a six-month
placement at St Mary’s. Well, one thing led to another and here I am five years
later and very happy to be part of a lively, warm and welcoming congregation.
My husband, Adrian, and I have found a spiritual home at St Mary’s and he is
now one of the Churchwardens here.
I’ve worked as a legal secretary, and as an administrator for the NSPCC Child
Protection Team but gave up work a few years ago to focus on my writing. Having
experienced episodes of depression and anxiety throughout my life I have a
particular interest in the relationship between our mental health and our spiritual
life. I struggled for a long time to find a way of relating to Jesus as portrayed in
the Gospels where what we might think are mental illnesses or psychological
problems seem often to be described as demon possession. Out of those struggles
I have written two books: “Angels in the Wilderness – hope and healing in
depression” published by Redemptorist Publications and “Recovering from
Depression - A companion guide for Christians” published by SPCK. I regularly
write for various publications produced by Redemptorist Publications (Sunday
Link; Live the Word; Common Worship Living Word; etc) and have also had pieces
published in The Church Times. If you would like to see some of my work do have
a look round my website: katharinesmith.org.uk where I’ve also posted a lot of my
sermons!
I know from talking to people in our congregation that we would all like to review
our regular worship pattern at St Mary’s. We wouldn’t want to replace what we
do now but do want to look at ways of trying some different styles of worship
perhaps at different times of the day and not necessarily on a Sunday.
We would love to reach out more to younger families, those on the fringes of the churches and those
who would be interested in learning more about our faith. We hope that whoever joins us will be able to
help us think about this so that we share the Gospel of Jesus with the wider community around us.
Thank you or reading this and I hope we get a
chance to meet and chat!

Katharine
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Katherine Lyddon – Children and Families Rural Pioneer Catalyst
In September 2019, Katherine Lyddon came to join us as the new
Children and Families Rural Pioneer Catalyst for Tone Deanery. She
joined us from the neighbouring diocese of Exeter where she
worked for 11 years as Diocesan Children’s Ministry Adviser.
Katherine’s appointment is part of Bath and Well’s innovative
pioneering project which aims to foster pioneering activity across
Somerset, with the purpose of reaching out to areas and
communities where the church has little impact.
Katherine will help us set up two fresh expressions with children and families in the deanery; and also to
help coach, encourage and train us so that we can be more effective in sharing the story of Jesus with
young people, with schools and families, and all the contacts we already have. We want to build on these
and develop much stronger relationships.
Katherine who is a trained teacher; spent time working in Chester, Kent, Plymouth, Uganda and China
before settling in Exeter. She was also a part time family’s worker in Exmouth connecting with families
outside the church. She is excited to bring all her experience of teaching and working with children and
families to her new post.
Katherine lives in Bishops Lydeard and has made St Mary’s her home church when she’s not out and
about in the Deanery.

“I think rural has lots of elements that are close to what God meant by ‘being in the Kingdom’, in the
sense that people know each other. One of the beautiful things about rural communities is that people
know each other. I think that sense of belonging, which I think everybody desires, is often found in rural
areas. It is going to take some time to get to know people and places and what makes people tick and
then see how the church can offer something of good news with what’s already going on.“

Katherine
Page 12 of 30

TOP: David and Pat – Churchwardens at Lydeard St. Lawrence; Cindy – Churchwarden at Combe Florey;
Angelika (L) – organist at Bishops Lydeard, and Tesh (R) – Choir Leader at Bishops Lydeard.
MIDDLE: Jane – Churchwarden at Cothelstone; Leon – volunteer organist at Combe Florey.
BELOW: David – Churchwarden at Bishops Lydeard with Charlie Back, builder of the Church Centre; Kath –
server at Bishops Lydeard; Adrian – Churchwarden at Bishops Lydeard.
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A week in the life: the church of
St. Mary the Virgin, Bishops Lydeard
Welcome to your week in Bishops Lydeard
Hello! We’re David
and Adrian your
churchwardens.
It’s our pleasure to
show you around,
tell you a bit about
what’s going on
and introduce you
to some lovely
people.

As you can see,
we have
decorated the
village especially
for you. (Well, OK,
it’s really to mark
Somerset Day –
the village yarn
bombers have
been out in force!)

The red sandstone church of St. Mary the Virgin is
beautiful. There has been a church here since
Saxon times, but the oldest part of the present
building dates from the end of the 13th century. If
you would like to know about the history of the
church drop by bishopslydeardbenefice.org.

Throughout this ‘taster week’ we can show you
some of our activities both within the church and
engaging with the wider community. You’ll see we
are a busy parish and that our times of worship are
a focal point. What is harder to convey is the spirit
of Christian love that exists. Like all churches, we
have times of disagreement, but we are committed
to loving each other and our community.

Monday
Well you’ve timed it just right to join us for our
monthly Souper Lunch in the Church Centre. It’s a
hugely popular community event, often 40 people
attend – and not only members of our church.
Have some soup, bread and cheese – and are
those homemade cakes we see on the table?
There is no charge but feel free to make a
donation if you’d like.

After we’ve had our lunch and a chat, we’ll join the
Julian Group which is meeting in the Quiet Room.
Tuesday
This morning we are joining the Open the Book
team at the village Church School. They always get
a great reception and enjoy it at least as much as
the children and staff do. We have close links with
the school.

If you’d like some quiet, reflective time this
afternoon, you’re welcome to join our prayer
group. We’re particularly praying for God to be
with us during the vacancy, and for the person
called to be our new Rector.

‘It’s such a beautiful building in which to worship, and I feel a real affinity with those with whom I worship here.’ Rose.
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Wednesday
This morning we are attending the mid-week
Eucharist. Maureen, our Associate Priest, is taking
the service today. There is a small but loyal
congregation who deeply appreciate this BCP
service. We’ll join them for coffee in the Church
Centre afterwards.

Thursday
Today we’re going to meet some of the Church
Cleaning Team. They get together once a month
and do a great job keeping the church spick and
span. Don’t forget to bring your duster!

Time now for a tower tour. This is an area where
we have some challenges. We have wonderful
bells at St. Mary’s, but sadly we have been unable
to ring them for many months. This is due to a
structural problem with a pinnacle on the tower
and wider concerns about the strain that bell
ringing is putting on the tower. We’re working with
the Diocesan Advisory Committee, our Structural
Engineer and Architect to find a solution but it’s
taking a long time, and this has caused some
frustration amongst our bellringers.

Friday
We’re off to a Coffee and Quilts fundraiser today.
Here are Maggie and Barbara complete with quilt.

This evening it’s our monthly Reading Group. Here
they are gathering in the Quiet Room. At the
moment they are discussing The Book of
Witnesses by David Kossoff.
Once we’ve looked at the quilts, we’ll have a cuppa
in the Church Centre with this lovely lot.
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The Church Centre was opened in June 1999. It
was designed and built almost entirely by
members of the church congregation and is a living
example of faith in action. Our ethos is simple: to
provide a warm, hospitable venue for everyone.
We mustn’t forget to mention that we have close
links with the RBL Dunkirk Memorial House. We
hold regular services in the chapel there.
Saturday
You’ve really picked a great week to share in some
of our hospitality. Today is the Men’s Breakfast*
and here are Head Chefs, Derek and Ian, all ready
to serve up the full English.

Sunday
Sunday worship begins at 8.00am with Holy
Communion (BCP) attended by up to 10 people.
It’s a peaceful and grounding start to Sunday.
Our 9.30am service varies from week to week, but
will always be Common Worship (Eucharist or
Morning Prayer) or of a more informal nature. This
morning we have a Sung Eucharist so this is a great
opportunity for you to meet our robed choir,
under the direction of Tesh, and accompanied by
Angelika on the (digital) organ.

There are around 40 in the congregation this
morning – about average.

After breakfast there will be an interesting talk
from Derek about Alfred Wainwright the British
fellwalker, guidebook author and illustrator. Derek
is Secretary of The Wainwright Society.

Children are made very welcome in our church –
and we periodically arrange Messy Church! Here it’s
the story of Joseph and his colourful dreamcoat!

*If you don’t fall within the target category don’t worry, you’ll be equally welcome!

Still feeling peckish? Don’t worry, there’s a Cup
Cake Sale at the end of your drive!

So your week is drawing to a close, but we’ve laid
on Prosecco and home made cakes in the Church
Centre before we say farewell. We hope you’ve
enjoyed your time with us as much as we’ve
enjoyed showing you around. We also hope this
has helped you to discern whether you are called
to be the new Rector for our Benefice. Please pray
for us during our vacancy, as we shall pray for you.
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A snapshot of life from the church of
St. Lawrence, Lydeard St. Lawrence

The village
Lydeard St Lawrence includes the hamlets of
Westowe, Pyleigh, Chapel Leigh, Westleigh and
part of Nethercot. The Village has a population of
approximately 500 and is 10 miles northwest of
the county town of Taunton, lying between the
Quantock Hills and the Brendon Hills, in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. This is mainly a
farming community and small businesses, but
others commute to Taunton.

The church, dedicated to St Lawrence the Martyr is
a grade 1 medieval building, which is open every
day during daylight hours. The Quinquennial
Inspection in 2018 reported favourably with only
minor matters requiring attention; some of which
can be done using volunteers. The ring of 8 bells
with a ninth allowing more flexibility, is frequently
visited by other teams and for training. We also
have a keen ringing team.
Church Finance
The Parish Share is paid in full every year. There
was a Planned Giving review in 2017 with
encouraging results, and another is being
considered.

Major Festivals are observed, sometimes as an
additional service in the monthly pattern, usually
with Holy Communion. Morning Prayer is often
led by licenced Worship Assistants. Members of
congregation read and lead Intercessions. Messy
Church is organised by an enthusiastic team 3 or 4
times a year in the Village Hall and church.

Fund raising
Annual events include Harvest Supper, sometimes
including an entertainment, in the village hall, just
down the road from the church; a Summer Fete,
usually on the weekend of our patronal festival in
August on the village school field, a croquet and
cream tea afternoon; a recent new venture has
been a Christmas Tree Festival. In May of this year
we had a fun day including abseiling down the
Church tower.

There are 30 people named on the Electoral Roll,
most of whom live within the parish boundary. The
regular congregation is a small, caring and
enthusiastic friendly group of older people.
Our pattern of services
We meet on the first and third Sunday of each
month, one is Holy Communion, the other
Morning Prayer, both using the Common Worship
liturgy although occasionally the BCP is used.
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Our hopes and plans for the future
We believe that if the church is to survive into the
future we must look outward and present the
church to the people. Within the village there is
clear affection for the building and when practical
work needs to be done there is a generous response
from those skilled to help. Similarly, when asked
there is a good response to fund raising.

St Lawrence,
goplans
into the
each month to
Our
hopes and
for school
the future
present
a Bible
front
cover).
We
believe
that story
if the(see
church
is to
survive into the
future we must look outward and present the
church to the people. Within the village there is
clear affection for the building and when practical
work needs to be done there is a generous response
from those skilled to help. Similarly, when asked
there is a good response to fund raising.

Ideas have been developed to remove a few pews
to create more space for worship and fellowship
and, perhaps primarily to bring water into the
building as there are no toilets or washing
facilities. A project group has been set up to
oversee a planned reorganisation of the Church
facilities, to bring us into the 21st century. The
DAC has given its support to the plans and
approved them in principal. These include:

Ideas have been developed to remove a few pews
to create more space for worship and fellowship
and, perhaps primarily to bring water into the
building as there are no toilets or washing
facilities. A project group has been set up to
oversee a planned reorganisation of the Church
facilities, to bring us into the 21st century. The
DAC has given its support to the plans and
approved them in principal. These include:



We recently teamed up with The Arts Society,
 bring a water supply into the church, in order
Taunton to produce a Children’s Trail around the
to install a disabled toilet in the area at the
church. Children from the village school are trialing
base of the tower and build a servery in the
this. It comprises a plan of the church and the
north west corner;
children are encouraged to visit 14 aspects of the
 move the children’s area from the north west
building to answer a question, thereby also finding
corner to the south west corner near to the
out more about each and its history
Font;
 remove pews at the back for chairs and tables
Social life in the village
in a “gathering area”;
 There is an active Cricket Club
 return the South Porch to being the principal
 Planning to start a Social Club at Cricket Club
entrance, with new external doors and glazed
 Table Tennis, Pilates, WI all use Village Hall
doors into the church to make it more
 welcoming.
Mobile PostClose
Officethe
twice
a week
in retaining
Village Hall;
North
Porch,
including
Coffee
Shop;
solely as an emergency exit;
Lydeard Lifts:
volunteers
taketwo
people
to on
 temporarily
remove
the front
pews
appointments,
(there
is
no
bus
service)
either side of the nave, and build a dais the
same height as the pew platforms with a ramp
Lydeard
St Lawrence
is, in
perhaps,
more
fortunate
in
for disabled
access
order to
create
a greater
thatraised
one ofspace
our Benefice
clergy
lives
within
our
for occasional offices, school
community.
We understand
accept events;
that we and
presentations,
music andand
dramatic
must share the Benefice Rector. The recent
 the important medieval bench ends and pew
licencing of two members of our small congregation
fronts to be relocated, possibly displayed as a
means that we can review our pattern of worship
wainscot.
across each month. This parish is one of two in the

Benefice that do not have a service every Sunday.
Lydeard St Lawrence Community Primary School of
We hope that the whole structure of services across
about 90 pupils (some from outside the parish), use
the Benefice will be reviewed, which may be a
the Church for end of term assemblies and
challenge for our new Rector.
Christmas and Easter services, and Christingle. Our
Open the Book team, including some from Lydeard










bring a water supply into the church, in order
to install a disabled toilet in the area at the
base of the tower and build a servery in the
north west corner;
move the children’s area from the north west
corner to the south west corner near to the
Font;
remove pews at the back for chairs and tables
in a “gathering area”;
return the South Porch to being the principal
entrance, with new external doors and glazed
doors into the church to make it more
welcoming. Close the North Porch, retaining
solely as an emergency exit;
temporarily remove the front two pews on
either side of the nave, and build a dais the
same height as the pew platforms with a ramp
for disabled access in order to create a greater
raised space for occasional offices, school
presentations, music and dramatic events; and
the important medieval bench ends and pew
fronts to be relocated, possibly displayed as a
wainscot.

Lydeard St Lawrence Community Primary School of
about 90 pupils (some from outside the parish), use
the Church for end of term assemblies and
Christmas and Easter services, and Christingle. Our
Open the Book team, including some from Lydeard
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A letter from the church of
St. Pancras, Bagborough

Our vision
We would like to achieve the following:
•
consider the future needs of the village,
and how the church can meet these;
•
encourage study groups;
•
develop lay-led worship and encourage
vocations; and
•
explore uses of the church for the wider
community, thereby bringing the church
into the village and the village into the
church.
Our new Rector
We would like our Rector to:
•
continue to support the Anglo Catholic
worship which has been a part of St
Pancras’ tradition for over a century;
•
encourage the PCC and help us to develop
to meet the needs of the broader
community.
•
enjoy and appreciate country life, while
appreciating and understanding the
problems experienced by rural
communities; and
•
be seen in and around the village, visiting
not just those who may be unwell but also
taking an interest in the various activities.
Such fellowship gives many opportunities
to share peoples’ concerns and triumphs.

Our church
The church was built in the 15th Century and
extended and re-ordered in 1872. In 1923 the
building was redecorated to the designs of Sir Ninian
Comper as a First World War memorial.
St Pancras has 6 bells with a small group of keen
bellringers.
The Quinquennial Inspection has been completed
recently and some urgent work identified, principally
the roof. Grants will be applied for, towards the cost
of this work.
The church is located on two named footpaths which
pass through the churchyard. The building has a
quiet, prayerful atmosphere, offering a welcome
opportunity for people to step aside from the world
and sit quietly for a while and to light a candle in
prayer or in memory of someone.
In our services, we use Common Worship Traditional
language. The tradition of the church is AngloCatholic. The loyal congregation averages around 7.
There is a service every Sunday at 11am.
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At Christmas, Midnight Mass is well attended. The
village candle-lit Carol service is very popular, and
members of the congregation, villagers and children
come together to form a choir to lead the singing,
readings and often a Nativity play followed by
refreshments in the form of mulled wine and mince
pies. On Good Friday, we offer a reflective service of
Stations of the Cross.

Our village
The village of Bagborough is situated in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Quantock Hills
are a honey trap to visitors, walkers, cyclists, and
naturalists. with views across to Exmoor. Such
attractions bring many people into the village
throughout the year, making use of the two
excellent village pubs offering good food and local
B&Bs, as well as an Equine Trekking Centre.
The population is around 400, comprising young
working families or older retired professionals
living in a beautiful, peaceful, rural area with easy
road access to Taunton. Occupations including
farming, and some residents commute to Taunton
and Bridgwater.

Sunday morning coffee

People
The Churchwarden and members of the PCC are
active and committed. In recent years the PCC has
recognised the need to be more outward looking –
to meet the community where they are, rather
than expect them to come to church.
We have very good links
with the Village Hall,
using the facilities on
Saturday mornings for
family craft activities
(baking, craft making,
games) followed by a
brief, informal act of
worship. These have
been held on Saturday
mornings, for Mothering Sunday, Patronal Festival,
a Royal Wedding and Harvest. They have attracted
more than 20 villagers, and we want to continue
these acts of worship and perhaps increase their
frequency, if possible, in order to qualify as Fresh
Expressions.

For a small village there are a remarkable number
of activities. The Popham Hall is in constant use:
•
Monthly coffee mornings, offering an
opportunity to meet people;
•
Bingo; Murder Mystery evenings;
Concerts; family parties, wedding
celebrations;
•
Gardening Club; Sewing Group, Choral
Group; and Tai Chi.
•
A summer Fete and Flower Show, in July:
bring the village together, and is a good
fund-raising event.
The village also boasts a very active cricket club.

(Above and right, panels from The Bagborough
Community Quilt, created by villagers for the
Millenium)
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Life and witness at the church of
St. Peter and St. Paul, Combe Florey
Our vision for the future
Although a small parish, Combe Florey treasures its
own identity and is committed to providing a strong
and caring community for its inhabitants. The PCC
wants to build on the goodwill we have started to
generate so we can move forward with renewed
faith and commitment to our village church.
We would like our new Rector to be able to
support us in:
•
providing innovative and inspiring
leadership in worship.
•
strengthening the relationship between
the Church and the villagers and
•
to encouraging those villagers who have
an empathy with our parish church to
become more involved in its life,
especially younger people and families.
•
To promoting the sharing of ideas and
successes in the parish between its
various groups – the PCC, Parish Council
and Village Hall committees.

Photo used by kind permission of Robin Cleverley

Combe Florey Church and Village
Combe Florey is a small village that lies hidden off
the main A358, just over six miles north west of
the Somerset county town of Taunton and about a
mile from Bishops Lydeard.

village hall and the Farmer’s Arms pub. It is
popular with both locals and visitors especially as
customers at the pub have good views of the West
Somerset Railway steam engines as they steam by
just across the road.

Photo used by kind permission of Don Bishop Photography (www.donbishop.co.uk)

The origins of the Combe Florey go back at least as
far as the 12th-century. The first documentary
reference to Combe Florey was in 1110, when the
Manor passed from the Bishop of Winchester to
Baldwin de Cume.
The church of St. Peter and St. Paul is the most
imposing building in the village, representing its
central focal point. It is a Grade 1 listed building
and lies within Combe Florey’s Conservation Area.
The building is constructed of rose-red stone and
mostly dates from the 1480s, although the earliest
mention of a church on the site was in 1292 when
the patrons were the Prior and Convent of
Taunton.
(More historical information is available on the
Benefice website
http://www.bishopslydeardbenefice.org)

The parish of Combe Florey includes the hamlets
of Nethercott, Trebles Holford and Seven Ash. The
population of the parish is some 250 and although
there are no shops in the village, there is an active
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The village has a literary connection, being notable
for three former residents.
Combe Florey’s most famous priest was the
Reverend Sidney Smith (1771 to 1845).
A writer and a
celebrated wit,
Sidney moved into
the Old Rectory in
Combe Florey in
1829. Here he
entertained many
eminent statesmen
and famous literary
figures of the day
until his death in
1845. The chancel
window c. 1846, and
the east window
Photo: Cindy Bottard
above the altar
are also dedicated to him. There is a plaque to his
memory by the South door.
The novelist Evelyn Waugh and his family also
made the village their country home in 1956. It
was here that Evelyn Waugh wrote his best-known
novel, Brideshead Revisited. His grave, and that of
his wife Laura, are in a private plot adjoining the
church yard. Auberon Waugh, the former
newspaper journalist, is buried in St. Peter and St
Paul’s second burial ground located opposite
Combe Florey House.
During the early 1900s, the writer, Terrence
Photo by Cindy Bottard
Rattigan lived with his parents in the Old Manor
House, Combe Florey.
Services & Congregation
Combe Florey uses both Common Worship and
Book of Common Prayer. We hold two services a
month, alternating between Morning Prayer and
Holy Communion. Refreshments are served at the
end of each service to encourage fellowship and
social interaction and these gatherings are much
enjoyed and appreciated.

Festival, Remembrance Day and a Crib Service. The
‘Carols Around the Christmas Tree’ evening has
become a very popular event with villagers and is
followed by mulled wine and mince pies.
We are fortunate to have two volunteer organists
within our congregation.

Coffee at Combe Florey. Photo by Cindy Bottard.

Church Groups and Activities
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) comprises
seven members; four lay members from the parish
including one churchwarden, one Tone Deanery
Synod representative and the Rector and Associate
Priest. It meets once a quarter.
We are pleased that Combe Florey church is open
to the public every day, from around 08.30 to
17.00. Volunteers unlock and lock the church each
day allowing both visitors and locals access to our
beautiful church.
The flower rota ensures that the church is always
decorated appropriately for services and our
flower arrangers are particularly talented!
Twice a year the PCC organises a ‘working party’ to
address cleaning and maintenance issues. Work is
also undertaken to ensure that outside tasks are
carried out such as painting railings and mending
gates etc.

In addition to our regular worship, some special
services are held such as Mothering Sunday, Harvest
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Friends of Combe Florey Church
This is a registered charity whose aim is to help
maintain the fabric of St. Peter and St. Paul’s church.
Village Activities
Aside from the church, the principal venue for
village activities is Combe Florey Village Hall.
The Village Hall Committee organises a range of
social events such as Quiz evenings, a Plant Sale, a
Christmas Bazaar, Film Nights and Book Marts. The
groups who use the Village Hall are:
Photo by Robin Cleverley

The Bellringers
The church of St. Peter and St. Paul boasts a fine
set of six bells, which are much sought after to ring
by visiting groups of campanologists. Combe Florey
shares a team of regular ringers with Lydeard St
Lawrence church.

•
•
•

•
•
•

Combe Florey Art Circle, an active group,
each year hold an exhibition and sale of
their work in the village hall.
Quantock Stitchers
Women’s Institute. This active group meets
in the village hall each month and
organises social events with visiting
speakers. Membership includes ladies from
West Bagborough and Bishops Lydeard,
who no longer have their own groups.
Short Mat Bowls Club
Pilates
Parish Council

Photo by Robin Cleverly
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A letter from the church of
St. Thomas of Canterbury, Cothelstone

Cothelstone parish lies on the beautiful
southern slopes of the Quantock hills. The
church forms a picturesque group with a holy
well, manor house, farm and a few cottages,
from which a few hamlets radiate out.
Agriculture is the main occupation and the
church is the only public building. Population
is 111.

Photo: Simon Dacey

The church of St Thomas of Canterbury dates
from the 12th century, comprising nave,
chancel and south aisle. It has had a
substantial amount of work carried out on the
roof and electrical system about 20 years ago
and is in pretty good external order. Some five
years ago a new vestry area and ringing
platform were built. The church contains four
good memorials and tablets and some
medieval and Jacobean woodwork. We have
just completed some work on the organ, we
have a peal of six bells, only one is currently in
ringing order.

This attracts somewhat over half the
congregation who come from outside the
parish. We are corporate members of the
Prayer Book Society.
We like to think we are a welcoming group to
all parishioners and visitors, whether of the
faith or not. We sing enthusiastically and we
support our traditional yet relaxed services.
The nature of the parish being what it is, our
church is also the nearest thing to a social
centre, as well as meeting at the services, we
hold occasional ‘tea and cake’ socials for the
parish and church friends.
We would naturally hope our new rector
would support our use of the BCP and be able
to lead one service a month. Other than that,
a sense of humour, visiting, listening and
support in times of difficulty, illness and grief
and getting out and about in our scattered
community have been qualities suggested in
returns from an informal parish survey.

We hold a service every Sunday morning,
alternating Holy Communion and matins,
whilst fifth Sundays are benefice services. We
only use the 1662 prayer book and the King
James Bible, which we greatly enjoy both for
the beauty of the prose and for the sense that
we are the latest in a long unbroken tradition.
Photo: Sarah Rudd
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To conclude, many comments from our visitors’ book confirm our own sense of the peaceful and
restorative atmosphere of our church. Here are a few examples:
‘I took a wrong turn on a very long walk and (found) this delightful place of worship. I journey on with a
cross in my pocket.’
‘Exquisite church, particularly the brasses – thank you so much for the coffee. (Day 21 of a 89 day charity
walk).’
‘…May the blessing of the lord be here as the gospel continues to be preached, unto the salvation of many.’

Photo: Sarah Rudd
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Some requests from the children
of our local church school

Your job description
We asked the children of Bishops Lydeard Church
School about what they are looking for in their Rector.
They had some very clear ideas about both the new
Rector’s character and role.
This could be a tough gig. Are you up to it?
CHARACTER

ROLE IN THE SCHOOL

Passionate
about God

Help us to be a
better Church
School

Happy and
smiley

Respectful to
people of
different religions

Let us go up
the church
tower!

Funny and
exciting
Interested in
other religions

Kind to every
child who comes
to services

Taking assemblies
and collective
worship

Respectful and
understanding

Tell us about
Christianity
around the world

Teach us new
prayers

Honest – tells
the truth even
when it’s tough
Peaceful and
kind,
understanding

Helping with
friendships

Teach RE
lessons
occasionally

Run after
school clubs

Smart dresser

To be a happy
person with a
bubbly personality

Visit us regularly
to get to know us
better

Hold Messy
Church for each
class
Allow us over the
church more often
for school trips

Has a good
sense of humour
– not boring

Listen to our
problems
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Our church is special because…
We asked our congregations to share their
thoughts on what makes our churches
special. This is a selection of the responses.
…the sense of
community spirit is
fantastic. God’s
presence is palpable in
the church family here.
As newcomers we have
been made so welcome.
Thank you.
Ursula, BL

…after 43 years it has
become my ‘go to’
place – and I love it!

…it is ancient,
timeless and in the
heart of our
community.

Carolyn, WB

… of the warmth of
the welcome and
the love and care
given to me by the
congregation.

Sarah, BL

…friendship
…teaching
…support
…comfort
…9.30 service
every week

…of its history,
because of its
friendship of the
people who attend
and look after the
church.
Allan, WB

…I find the church
beautifully light, and a
place for quiet
reflection and peace.
Pat, LSL

… it restores me, like
nowhere or nothing else.

…it makes me so
welcome and is a
peaceful place for me to
talk to God.

…of its friendliness
and warmth of
fellowship, the
variety in styles of
worship and its
Bible based
ministry.
Pam, BL

Cindy, CF

… It is the most enduring
part of village history and
community and roots us
in our place in the world.
Brian and Elizabeth, CF

… I have felt enveloped in
Christian love and
friendship by members of
the congregation and
clergy at a time of
personal need.

Mary, BL

Barbara, LSL

Sue, BL

Fiona, BL

…for almost 50 years I
have worshipped at St.
Mary’s and been
involved in many ways
and made good friends
in a stunningly beautiful
church with five
inspiring Rectors.

Jenny, BL

Annettte, CF

Joan, BL

…it is always open and
welcoming.

…there is increasing
openness – to each
other; to new ways of
worshipping and to
learning/ teaching
about the unconditional
all-welcoming Love of
God.

…it is a loving, caring,
welcoming and inclusive
family of God. Seeking
sincerely to be Christ’s
body in this place.
Helen, BL

…of the ‘ambiance’,
sense of spirit, its
beauty and location.
Cathy, WB

… three of our
daughters were married
here and we love the
peace of the building
and what it offers
spiritually to the village.

… It has an aura of peace
and ‘long standing’ care
of village people. I love
the Church Centre and the
variety of services.
Yvonne, BL

… it is a great comfort to
come and pray here. It Is
so peaceful.
Ann, CF

…I almost invariably feel
better after a service at
St. Mary’s Why so? A
combination of the
beauty of the church… the
calmness of the liturgy
and the very real sense of
community among the
congregation.
Crispin, BL

Helen, LSL

…I’ve been blessed by
God to first get married
myself here, and all my
girls. It’s a special place
to praise and talk to
God.

…it provides a beautiful,
peaceful place where I can
pray and follow my belief,
in a friendly. helpful
community, and it is a
haven in an ever-busier
world.
John, BL

Valerie, BL

…I feel we are sharing
with the generations
who trod here before
us, as we worship now
and on into the future

Kath, BL

… they all have a
great ring of bells.
Being a bellringer,
to ring before a
service, is part of
my worship.

Maureen, BL/ LSL/ CF

…of the tradition and
peace that it affords to
all that partake in the
services.
Leon, CF

…it has a loving and
caring congregation

Peter, BL
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From Archdeacon Simon Hill and
Area Dean Helene Stainer

Our vision
In response to God’s immense love for us we seek to be God’s people
living and telling the story of Jesus.
Our vision speaks of the story of Jesus; his life, teaching and work, his death and resurrection; the story
which is the context of our faith and the content of our message.
We seek to live this story as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world and to tell it, both in sharing the good
news and by the way in which our lives speak about Him.
The diocesan strategy is built around three priorities:
1.

To place mission and evangelism at the heart of all we do.

2.

To re-align our resources towards mission.

3.

To identify, develop and release the gifts of all our people.

The priorities provide a framework for decision-making
and planning at parish, benefice, deanery, archdeaconry
and diocesan levels.

Ven Simon Hill
Archdeacon of Taunton
Tone Deanery is a rural deanery in Somerset, but rural does not mean that we are a sleepy backwater as some
might imagine; we have some very exciting and innovative projects taking place and more being planned.
The deanery covers a large rural area with a range of small settlements and villages and the two rural
towns of Wiveliscombe and Wellington. There are 30 parishes and 17 schools.
We have recently successfully made a bid for a full- time Pioneer to build a new pioneering culture
committed to ‘Growing the Rural Church Younger’ and to developing new fresh expressions of church in
our deanery. In our Deanery Mission Action Plan we have identified the need to create better
communications and a Deanery Learning Hub for people involved in various ministries and have realigned
existing resources to support mission and evangelism. We are also developing new ministries around the
creative arts, outdoor spirituality and exploring faith, food and fitness, connecting with the 3rd age and
Pastoral care. To support these ministries, we have a growing team of lay chaplains, leaders and artists
working across our parishes.
We are also developing ourselves as a rural training deanery, and chapter is working together to inspire
new Christian vocations and to offer placements and training opportunities for people on various lay and
ordained pathways.
Rural mission is at the heart of this deanery and we would love to welcome
you as part of it.

Rev Helene Stainer
Area Dean
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What can you bring to the party?
Starters

Dessert






Excellent communication skills
Warm, welcoming and open.





Main course






Collaborative and empowering
approach to lay ministry
To nurture a loving, active, and fully
inclusive Benefice
A respect for and a willingness to
balance the different traditions of
worship and liturgy across the
Benefice, and where appropriate, to
add new expressions of worship
To strengthen the relationship
between the churches and wider
communities.

Understanding of the challenges of
living and working in a rural area
whilst enjoying country life.
Commitment to making our churches
a spiritual home for people of all ages
Strong preaching skills
To promote the sharing of ideas within
the Benefice and local communities.

Side orders




Car driver
Reasonable level of IT Literacy
An appreciation of Prosecco and cake
would be an advantage.
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Contacts and links
Contacts
LAST WORDS

(FROM THE CHILDREN OF LYDEARD ST.
LAWRENCE SCHOOL)

‘A loud voice will be important,
because sometimes the
microphone does not work.’

For any enquiries regarding the vacancy:
Julia Gratton,
PA to the Archdeacon of Taunton
T: 01823 413315
E: julia.gratton@bathwells.anglican.org
Useful links

‘They must be able to tell good
stories - so they can tell us Bible
stories.’

Diocese:

‘They must be kind and
welcoming’.

Benefice website:

‘They must believe in Jesus.’ *

bathandwells.org.uk

bishopslydeardbenefice.org/
School websites:

bishopslydeardbwmat.org/

* We told them that this was

rather obvious, but they asked for
it to be included so that we would
know it was important!
In fact, we couldn’t agree more.

lydeardstlawrenceprimary.co.uk
Village websites:
bishopslydeard.org.uk
westbagboroughparish.uk
lydeard-st-l.co.uk
combefloreyvh.wordpress.com
Most photos by Adrian Smith, except where stated, and a few
whose originators we couldn’t trace! Profile version: FINAL

Photo used by kind permission of Colin Foyle Photography
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